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CORONAVIRUS — SCHOOLS — TESTING 
395. Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP to the Minister for Health: 
Can the minister confirm that only teachers from 80 schools are included in the COVID-19 DETECT program and 
that other teachers who are not part of those 80 schools cannot access immediate asymptomatic testing via the 
COVID-19 DETECT Snapshot program that was announced yesterday; and, if not, why not? 
Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
I thank the member for the question. Under the DETECT education program, we are undertaking a research study 
that is being run by the Telethon Kids Institute. This study is looking into the physical and psychosocial aspects 
of COVID-19. That includes 80 schools across the sector, representing different aspects of the education sector—
40 active and 40 controlled. As a result of that, we will be able to draw out a whole range of scientific conclusions, 
and that will assist our evidence base. 
What has been put to me over the last 24 hours is that we could include teachers as part of the COVID Snapshot 
program. We are having a look at that because I think it is a pretty good idea. COVID Snapshot is our nation-leading 
asymptomatic testing regime of particular population cohorts. Those cohorts include healthcare workers, including 
aged-care workers, disability workers and those working in any health field; police officers; hospitality workers; 
retail workers; and meatworkers. 
As the member will be aware, we are trying to get the DETECT education program running, but we have bumped 
into the usual hurdles—that is, the ethics of medical procedures involving children. That will continue, but it has been 
suggested that we could also roll in teachers as part of the COVID Snapshot program. I have asked the director general 
and his team to look at that. I think it will be possible and we will make announcements in the next 24 hours or so.  
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